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PREFACE. 



iRftfi- Atrthdr of the fbllowittg liUte wtk> lAvlft^ 
found the plftn df bidtkietidh tyy qtie^tkm alkd imiPv(^^ 
0f vefify gi'^t/iftility hi ttiOftt ;lwa«ehe« *f edUfcrftfoftfj 
addjlted it also with ri^erence to refigtotis iuhjebts i 
iiiid trying ob^ri^d; Hj^ti triftl, its g6od jE^kbticM tettd^ 
i^^y, he 1^ iiidudejd tb )p^l)di§h ^h'kt 'he ha« dAt^ tlfl 
for the ise oF hfe V)WiS pupils, in the ho^ that, fihdih^ 
ks way into sch'<y6ls and families gebisrfttljr^ it WJHflro^ 
diifee thM good ieffect upbn the Aitfds of yttuig ^pte; 
which, m the pres^ttt Ifey esp^iatty, WhehHifiM«6tttr^ 
ments are widely di^sWoiii^^llS^, id so Very deli^tiie. 

The chief recOmmeY^dation of the system whfch th% 
, Author has here followed out, by framing a set of ques- 
tions and answers upon every book in the Old Testa- 
ment, is this, that it not only imparts, by a very easy 
and agreeable method, a knowledge of Scripture His- 
tory, but also is likely to lead to the study of the 
Scriptures themselves, it being necessary that the Bible 
should frequently be used, in order to throw light upon 
this or that point, as a book of reference : and if to 
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▼lU PREFACE. 

tliis a portion of the answers be learnt by heart, on the 
sabbath, it cannot fail, with God's blessmg, to be 
eminently useful. 

The Author would candidly state, that in preparing 
this work he had recourse to a valuable help, which 
enabled him to state his own tiews with reference to 
certain things recorded in the Scriptures more clearly 
and decidedly : he trusts that nothing will be found 
in it at variance with the great standard of truth, it 
has been his aim throughout to lead the young mind to 
an acquaintan^ with God as the Being who hate» sin, 
imd loves righteousness ; and he eartiestly prays it may 
lead to the inculcation of right principles ; those prin- 
ciples which in his opinion must at all times form the 
basis of sound /profitable education ; and remembering 
the precept, and the promise attached to it, '' Train up 
a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it," he sows in hope and faith, 
beseeching the Spirit of the living God to imps^ His gra- 
cious influence, and thus make this humble endeavour to 
benefit the rising generation, a blessing to mankind. 

Mcmor Houte, Ketmingtan, 
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Psalms. ' 121 

62. Who was the writer of die ]2l8t Psalm ? 
David also, whilst he was in the field with die army 

during Absalom's rebellion : it is full of comfort to 
such as pat their trust in God. 

63. What does David*s great zeal for the tabernacle 
and the city of Jerusalem, and for the tribes of Israel , 
as expressed in the 122d Psalm, instruct all the mem- 
bers of the Christian church to do ? 

To pray continually for the peace of it, and to do 
all in their power to promote true religion around 
them, for the Bdke of their fellow-members, as well as 
6>r their own. 

64. Who is supposed to be the writer of the 12dd 
Psalm? 

The fnrbphet Isaiah, when die king Hezekiah desired 
him to lift up his prayer for the remnant that was left : 
it is very suitable to those who are exposed to the con- 
tempit, persecution, &nd cruelty of the wicked, as it 
teaches them to pray to God for deliverance, and to 
place their firm trust in his mercy and goodness. 
> 65. When does it appear that David comp(M»ed the 
124th Psalm ? 

Upon his being delivered from the hands of Saul ; 
and we may conclude from it diat God will always sup- 
port his church, and never permit it to be destroyed. 
• 66. What is supposed to have occasioned die writing 
of the 125di Psalm? 

. Sennacherib's threatenings to destroy Jerusalem; 
and the Psalmist represents to us in few words, the 
happy condition of those who fear God, and put their 
trust in him. 

67. What should the 126di Psalmi lead us to re- 
flect on? 

The wonderful things which God has done number- 
less Uraes for his pec^ie, by delivering them; contrary 
to all expecfcation, from the hands of- their enemies : it 
iayerj comfortable to people in. distress and poverty, 
who may hope for better days. 

68. Wh&t inity we leara from die 127di Psalm? 

>r That it is not the Care. men' are able to take them- 

telyes, but the blessing of. God, that makes kingdoms; 

cities* and families subsist;, dierefmy all fathers uid 

o 
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mothers ibMid ^ebdeanrbur to obtsia idns blessing; 
aettber eas luniliet be truly bapp^^ if ^mw «o ttch ttnd 
pnoaperoin, wkhosit ^e blessing^ cf God ; «wi «ritb tbH- 
blessing they can never be wMchtoi, for <3od vMl sup*- 
p6rt Ihedi under evory ttM, 

69. What ahoiUd we dbKnreibmitbe 1281^ PMlmf 
Tbat God ^irays blesaes tOuse iamifies n viach 

piety prevails, and showers idown upoa tbetn apbitaid 
blesstng;s ; aid we may be snze ihat he<wtH, at last, 
exalt those who dife iipn§^itly, ^coordaag to tbe aiilea- 
<rf the Go^)al, .to the -snfureme happinen of hea^n. 

70. By whom is the 129th Psalm supposed to teve 
been wrkteh ? 

By Ezra the scribe, after the return of the Jews 
iKMn their captivity, aad ibo ikave fbeea occasioned hj 
tbe difficuilies lihey had te^ strug^e wildi about lebuM^ 
log their waUs. 

7 J . What may we leani from the 130th Psilmf 
. To remember that as no one n tee from sm, so ooe 
by his own r^iteoasiiess can be justified before God : 
w6 must, therefboe, as Chris^aas, Isave recourse to 
God's mercy through Chrbt, acknowledging oarsekes 
^ be sinners. 

. 72. On what oocasioa is tire I31st P«dm supposed 
to have be^ written ? 

When David was suspected of wanting to take the 
kingdom during SauFs life; and it expresses such sen-' 
timents as all the diildren of God on^t to entertain. 
What David teaches Jiere agrees with our blesMd 
Baviour's doBtcBie» tkat those who ^vould enter the 
kingdom of heaven, must humble themselves, and be^ 
come as HttKe ohttdren. 

73. What should Christians learn from David*^s jos* 
amf^le, as^mStten.in the 132d Psate? 

To be zeabus for the building of churches where 
Aey are wanted, and lor keeping up of thou whidi ac« 
akeady built ; also for the proper maintenance of tbe 
ministers of religion. 

74. Whatdoesthel33dPte]meoiitain2 

A good leaeon, bodi fnr prixate families, send com- 
munities ; the ^comparisoBs in it riiow howexc^lent and 
delightful brdth^love is. 
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; M. What 18 1^ 134di VsaJm tupposed to have beth ? 

Ue^eisiiiDg hymn, sung at the shutlaBg up of thb 
gt^etof the tonple, to excite the priests amd LenDos^ 
whose cmtom it was to iratcK each night* in toro, to bo 
dilig^ent in their offiqe, which was that of wnSaog devool 
pra3|icai ifor tiie people. 
' ^6. What was the ld5th Psidm? 

PraiMibly tiK moroiRg hynm at the opeMng of thf 
gates of the tempie ; hot we may learn from it to bless 
Gody and to celebrate his power, wisdom, axid good-^ 
ness, wtiich appear in ^e creation and garerament of 
the world ; and particularly for what he has been pleased 
to do for us through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

77. For what purpose is it probable that the 136tk 
Csalm was written ? 

To be sung at the great festivals : it imtst be ob* 
served, that throughout the whole of it the Levites and 
the people sing in turns, and that in every verse they 
praise God with these words, ^^ for his mercy endureth 
for ever/' The Psalm is equally suitable to Christian 
worship. 

78. When does it appear the ld7th Psalm was com* 
posed? 

Doting the Babyhmish captivity; and it gives us a 
lively idea of the sorrows of pious people, when they 
are prisonera c^ war in a country where the religion is 
a feibe one. The latter part of the Psalm was a pro* 
phecy of the destruction of the Edomites and Babylo- 
nians, which happened a few years after the destruc- 
tida of Jerusalem. 

79. On what oecasion was ^ 13dth Psalm com- 
posed by king Darid ? 

As a thanksgivtog to God for raising him from a low 
and afflicted condition to the royal dignity; butallwhd 
fear and love God may apply to themselves, with confi- 
dence, the last verses of this Pscdm. 

80. How ou^ we to consider ^e l^Qth Psahn t 
If^ith great attention, for it is one of those parts ta 

aeriptnre which speaks roost clearly of the divine pre* 
saace aad knosdedge, and shows t^iat nothing can be 
hidden from God. 

jftK What appeals to have beea Davids sitiiatioii 
when he wrote the 140th Psalm ? 
o2 
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124 Psklms. 

That he was very craelly persetuted at the tiifie ; 
the deprecations, at the latter end of it, on the heathen 
nations, are by no means suitable to Christians, for we 
are expressly commanded to pray for our enemies in* 
stead of cursing them. 

82. What does David pray for in the 141st Psalm ? 

For God's grace, that he might not, by any intem- 
perate or imprudent woods, give his enemies advantage 
against him. The petition it contains is very suitable 
to Christians. 

83. What are we taught in the 142d Psalm ? 

: This Psalm was Davtd*s meditation in the cave of 
Engedi, and it teaches us, that to the Lord we must 
appl^ for. help jn the day of distress. 

84. By whom is the 143d Psalm supposed to have 
been written ? :' : ' ' 

i By David, when his son Absalom was in rebellion 
against lum; the prayer :ai the.beginning of it is of ge-» 
neral ;use, for tliere is no man who has not reason to 
make.it with humility and fervency. 

85. What does the 144th Psalm teach us ? 

. To give ^ty to God for all the good things that be- 
fal us, and at the same time to acknowledge oiir own 
unworthiness : from the latter part of the Psalm we 
learn, that as plenty, peace, and temporal prosperity 
are the efiects of God's good providence, we ought to 
receive these blessings with thankMness, and to make 
a right use of them. 
- M. What do we learn from the 145th Psalm ? 

It can scarcely fail to fill our minds with fervent de- 
votion ; we. should not let a day pass without praising 
our Almighty benefactor. One generation praises the 
Lotd unto, another, when parents teach their children 
their duty.' • 
.; 87. What should we learn from the I46th Psalm? 

That the happiest employment of time is. to spend it 
in praising and glorifying God, and that we should do 
so every day of our lives ; . also, that it is a great folly 
to place our whole trtist and ccmfidence in any human 
being, since the greatest among. t)tem can do no good 
to others without Grod's permission. . ' . . [ 

/88. Bytfrbomwasthe HVlhPsaknsuppQsed'tohave 
been composed ? . . :.! u /// 
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FrwerbL 185 

• By Ndiemiah, and it is thought to relate to Vk^ re- 
turn of the Jews from captivity, and the restoration of 
Jerusalem ; it teaches us to praise God for the blessings 
of creation, and also for the greater blessings of his 
word, the Holy Scriptures. 

89. When is it thought David wrote the 148th Psalm* 
' When his kingdom was in a very flourishing condi- 
tioUj and when God had given him rest from all his 
enemies : it is a very sublime and beautiful hymn. 
. 90. What is the I49th Psalm ? 

A hymn of praise for some great victory, and as the 
Israelites sung hymns of joy because God had made 
them triumph over their enemies, so ought Christians 
to praise God for the care he has taken of his churchy 
and for all the favours bestowed upon them^ but chiefly 
for subduing their spiritual enemies. ' 

91. With what should the 150th Psalm innpire us ?. 

With a holy zeal to praise continually the majesty of 
God, his infinite power, and all his sdorable perfec- 
tions, not only with our lips and voices, but chiefly with 
our hearts. 

SECTION XVII. 
PRoy£n»i« 



1 . By whom was the Book of Proverbs written ? > 
; By king Solomon, it consists of two pgrfts : the Jrst 
nine chapters which form the first part, relate to wis- 
dom, by which is. meant religion ; the other part is a 
boUectton of .proverbs and moral sentences upon a vm* 
riety of subjects. r 

. % What are die contents, of the first chapter ? 
- The first verses to the 20th are a kind of preface, to 
«how that the design of the book is to teach us true 
wisdom ; the latter part shows that God affords means 
And opportunities for men to know their duty, and that 
he does not forsake them till after they have despised 
Us dounsels and abused his patience. 
, 3. In ^at are we instructed from the second chapter? 
> . To seek true wisdom with all our heart; and we are 
assured/ if we do so, we shall find a treasure, £ur more 
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18C Prmurtis 

vduftUe than any th^ ^ich w^Midly liehes asm Af- 
ford;, ibat true ^^i^iadoixi is not difftcvit t^ attaiti^ «Bd 
tfiat Odd ^68 tHia visdoni to aU wJI^ anea'aly denea^ 
and Btek folic 

4. What should we particaiarly afo8erv« in tbe third 
duipt^? 

- The gpeavaand afiectiog exhortaftHNi tvhidi SoIooioq 
addmisea Ur m»ikMid, and Hs dcsciipdoB of the hc^spi-^ 
ness.ol thoae who give tiiemsdves up to the guidaiice 
and direction of wisdom. We are ahowii why rdigian is 
Biora; precious than gohl and jewels^ aod ate k«k td don- 
Met what a comfort k is to He dorwn withoat hsm, aift 
those do who know they a^ki favour with GmA. 

5. In what does the fousth chapter isstract us ? 

All persons^ but especially the young', will find here 
powerful motives for forming a habit of piety and Ttctnei 
ilehgioTi riKHild be regarded as the priaeipaL thing, be- 
i^uee it is that alone which can secure us ftimt the 
daafefs of the world, and give us etenud bifo andglory; 

6. To what does Solomoai exhort in therfifith chapter ? 
All men, especially the young, not to suffer meam^ 

selves to be seduced by bad women ; reminding them 
particularly, that the aetions of men are all exposed to 
the eye of God, and that he examines all their pro- 
ceedings. 

7. What advice does Solomon give in the sixth 
chapter? 

U does not meao that men should never be sureties 
4for any persons whatever ; but ^at they shoidd not^ 
withcmt great cantion^ engage i&r one another. We 
iboidd notk^ what is said of idleness and whatl it 
will bring a man to ; also the admonition to young per* 
sons t6 be obedient to their parents : the ccttunanag of 
a good parent are compart toi a lamp, betwose they 
•s^k those who male use of them to see what is tfaeir 
duty.. 

8. What ave the warsibgs of Soiomon in theaerdntli 
chaipfbes? 

To guard againii impndty and aichsltory ; and. show* 
thsit tisese sios aire snineua to those who pbactisei them, 
that th^ am like brute beasts wlnoh ham no under- 
gUaiimf, and haatea to theit destmction ; this ajuktha 
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fefoyinlB dMjptelt ifaov, ^bat dtike veo^esncerpulrtoes 
4btitt ia a parliciikr DUUNMT. 

9L What Me we pwrtionlaKly catted ii|»m to 'do by 
die ^^^ chapter? 

TaceeeWe.iiittriictkai£rott the. ward o£ God; to oh»- 
eervte that religioB ianoiadiffioiiltitbisg to undentand^ 
when people are dera^ua to kaow it; that it is bo m^ 
yeotion of liiaBy but a truly divine thkig: proceeding 
&am God hima^; and that tkne persona who revise 
to hearken to true wiadoniy haaavd the losa of Godli fib> 
Yocue bere^ and of eternal life heseafter. 

10. yfhsA are the contents of the ninth chapter? 

Wisdom is described under the similitude of a pensm 
who has provided a feast, of which she earnestly entreats 
all Dftankiod to partake : we are shown also, that the 
counsels of wisdom are not received alike by aU ; that 
vme men hearken to tiiem with pleasure, but that 
worldly and profane mea make a mock at them. 

1 1 * What have you to observe of the tenth chapter ? 

It begins the second part of .the* book, which is fuU 
of useful instruction : the precepts and maxims in this 
and the followii^ chapters are for the most part very 
easy to be understood, and we must all see the truth 
of them ; but, as they were written by divine inspiration, 
we should consider what they ccmtain as the precepts 
of that wisdom which is so strong recommended in 
the first part of this book> 

12. What does the eleventh chaj^ber teach us ? 
That tJiEOse peiBons who keep shqps should consider 

what a heinous ofience it is to aeU by short wei^t and 
measure, that God will certainly punish those who are 
guillj^ ci S4ich ptaetio^s: that diacretiosi(which is modest 
imd prudei^ behatviour) is far aaoce valuable to woman 
th»k beauty. 

13. What are tJiecontenti of tine tweftb ebapter ? 
We are told that sone persons me so proud, thi^ 

wben fihey know they have done wrong, they will net 
bear to be tjold of it. By those who^ speak like the 
^eretng oC a sword ace tiaioant, those who makeankbed 
speeches that wound the hearts of others : the truly m- 
j^gious persoti will nettonly be cjatfeful to anoid giving 
pain, but endeavour to promote the happiness of othitoB 
by his discourse. 
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128 Proverbs. 

14. What do we learn from the thirteenth chapter ? 
The wise man here recommends parents to chastise 

their children betimes, but he does not eneouraee them 
to take up die rod, as many do, for trifling faults. It 
iS certainly wrong to let children grow up in wickedness 
and folly, but their tempers may be spoiled, and their 
hearts hardened by unnecessary beating. 

15. What does the fourteenth chapter show us ? 

That those who despise religion often make great pre- 
tensions to wisdom. Here, too, we have many marks by 
which the truly wise are distinguished from tiie foolish 
in God's eyes ; see to what place the wicked are driven 
at their death, and what the hope of the righteous man 
is, when he is going to depart from this world • 

16. Wbat*flre the maxims recorded in the fifteenth . 
chapter ? 

They are easy to be understood : the sacrifices of the 
wickea signify the prayers and praises which wicked 
people ofier up in God's house, without sincerity. To 
walk uprightly, is to live agreeably to the command- 
ments of God ; and those who are truly wise, have a 
proper regard for the heavenly inheritance, and are 
careful to avoid wickedness. 

17. What are we taught by the sixteenth chapter? 
That without the gu^ance of the Lord we can do 

nothing well, and that if we would think and do what 
is right we must pray for the Holy Spirit. We are 
taught to be prudent, meek, and moderate in our dis- 
course and actions, and to abstain from slander, ma- 
lice, and wrath ; also to observe that a virtuous old 
age is very honourable. 

18. What does the seventeenth chapter contain ? 

That God occasionaUy sends afflictions on his ser- 
vants to make them better ; that three things are neces- 
sary to make families happy, namely, peace, faithful 
^servants, and children brought up in virtue ; and that 
Jwe. should try to gain the nivour of God, which alone 
can give true contentment and satisfaction, and that 
^one of the chief efiects of wisdom is to speak with dis- 
cretion, and to know when to hold our tongues. 

19. What does Solomon teach us in the eighteendi 
chapter? 
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Proverbs. 129 

\ Tonse'grelt pradence in our words and actt^^T 
to seek the conversation of wise and good mien, and to 
inlproYe by their instructions ; to exercise justice, to 
put an end to disputes, and procure peace witli all 
possible care ; not to hearken to flatterers, nor to take 
pleasure in their discourse, and to shun idleness. 
. 20. What are the instructions of the nineteenth 
chajpter? 

That fake witnesses are not only those who sweat 
fiilaely in a court of justice, but all who slander their 
neighbours. Lying of all kinds is hateful to a God of 
truth, (Bind is commonly punished in this world, and 
certainly in the next: and that the judgments of Giod 
will certainly in the end fall upon those who despise 
him and religioh. . . . . r 

21. What are the maxims of the twentieth chapter? 
The just man is he who hath faith in God, striyes to 

do his duty, and instructs his children to do theirs : 
this is the way to bring the divine blessing upon a fan 
teily ;: but none can be purified from drigit^ sin, but 
throu^ the atonement of Christ. ' ^ 

22. What are we told in the twenty-first chapter? ; 
V That the Lord m better pleased with those Who ptedii 
tise justice and mercy than With those who, in time of 
BW^i^, turii their backs upon the sick and wretched 
to attend public worship ; but we must not neglect the' 
latter, by going in search of siich cases of distress 
where we are not wanted. 

23. What may we learn from the twenty-second* 
chapter? '' 
' That a good character is often of more value than 
peat riches : with the latter a person my be unhappy- 
ki: himself, despised by his fellow-creatures, and hateful 
in the sight of God ; but riches are frequently enjoyed^ 
with a good name, and there is no sin in possessing 
them if they have been honestly gained. * 
' 24. What does the twenty-thinl chapter contain ? 

~ Advice against being dainty and gluttonous in re- 
spect to eating and drinking; and they caution us 
against a covetous desire of wealth : it is very dan- 
^ifofis to keep company with drunkards and gluttons, 
g3 
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t» ih«t« tfko io m put Uiemaeives into the wvf of 
tentj^tioA. 

2^5» Wbat Me aome of tbe pvrtkmlaors of Ibe tmaa^ 
fourtli chapter? 

Thai the wicked are n^ o^eeU of eniey ; for ma eoe 
would devire to chaikge oondkions with, those vhes^ 
tfad m\l be destxiiction^ aod who^ during this life^ can 
have no true happiness : religion is the only ^mg ia 
he depended upon for tme protper^ : we are iJso to 
lemember, that no thought^ word, or tctiom, caa ht 
)udde» &Qi» God* 

26. What sMty we leam from the tweoty-fiftfli diaptec? 

That patience and mild speecbai will aabdue anger> 
and that 9ur behaving in this manner towards an cnemj 
will melt him to kindness; we are tftngiil idfo to 
$ile»ee ulaiiderera^ by kHting them know we are dis- 
pleased with their discourse. 

27 p Of what are we instmcted ia the twewby-eixftb 
chapter? 

That cm9e& hurt only those wW utter them ; thai 
the greatest folly, and the moat diffieuk to cure, te bM* 
conceit ; that a tal^iearer ia a most dangeroua person 
in society ; that all kinda of fiatteif s^ deccil are 
ii[Hrbidden by the Christian religkw. 

28. What should we observe fnmi the twei^»a^ 
venth chapter? 

The unjcertaittty of human life, and tdl things in tlna 
world : that those who reprove us with sincerity are o«r 
Irueat friends ; ^at industry ^nd eeonomv should be 
well observed, because application to some lawfid bust-i 
Bess is a meana of livic^ innocently, is a hel|) to piety^ 
aad an instrument of salvation* 

129, What instruction may we veeeiveftom the iweoty* 
^hth chapter? 

That a person who has an e^ conaoience lives iw 
continual Tear, whereas a goad tnan is always cahin, a«A 
steady : that k is a gjBeat ain to leaA others intqr break- 
ing God's commandments ; that a U^ opinipaolour- 
aelves ia a sigu ^f extreme folly ; 9»4 th^ tho^e who; 
give to tln^ poor wUi never wamt. 

30« What are the in^uuetiQBg of the twei^y^mtlb 
chapter f 
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That t^MT ainfbl to give waj^to a ptESnonttte temper ; 
iSml ptide is a ^mlt tfait ahotild be carefe% cheoked ; 
Mid tksJi tlie oidy my to be always under tbe prolee- 
ikm of ^ift Akaigfaty, is to fear the Lord, and li^e up* 
rightly » that i% ageoiidipg to God's eomaiandaiettts. 

31. What is written in the t^nrtieth chapter? 

ItiaeaUftd tha poayer of Agar, and is suited to per- 
sons in the middle station of life* and ^ould lead sncb 
9B lire ezienipled fhm the peculiar temptations of in- 
dkigSNtce aftd afi^icnoe to be contented and thankM ; 
bfNt both ridi and poor are reminded by it of the dan- 
fers to iduch they am exposed. 

32. WhaiejuselleDt instruction is giren in tbe tibirty- 
first chapter ? 

Motfa^, in partioidar, should make tbe latter part 
of thb portien of scripture fasniltar to their daughters, 
as a patiteKn wbidi all ought to follow when they enter 
the mamed alsde. How mach happier would they be 
thyan those young womes who are become wives and 
mothers without having been taught to reflect on 1^ im- 
pftftaait duties they have sdenmly engaged to perform. 

ECCLESIASTES. 

33. By wiuHQ was this book written ? 

By Soioraon, in the latter part of his reign ; the de- 
sign of it was to expose the vanity of human life, and 
show that the only way to be happy is to fear Gtod 
aad keep his commandments. 

34. What should we learn from Solomon*s example^ 
as recorded in the Erst chapter of this book ? 

Thoa^ who are wise will learn, that human knowledgie 
wiU not give happiness unless it is poperly used ; and 
those who are ignorant should learn from it to be con- 
tented, since they can attain without this knowledge 
trt^ wisdon, whidi consists in the knowledge of God 
and their duty. 

35. What useful lesson both to the rich and poor i$ 
given in the second chapter? 

We should learn from it to seek true wisdom ; to 
moders^ our desires alitor the good things of this life, 
and avoid those excessive cares which render a person 
miserable, and rob him of peace of mind hepe> and of 
the happiness of the world to come. 
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36. What ate we shown by the third chapter t 
That all tilings in this world are liable to diange ; 

we should, therefore, learn from them, that it is best to 
be contented, and apply ourselves to well doing : that 
it is our duty, as well as our happiness, to submit in all 
things to Divine Providence. 

37. What may we collect from the wise man's ob- 
servations in the fourth chapter ? 

That the innocent are oj)pressed and comfortless, 
which is a proof of the vanity of this world ; but it 
proves also that there is a God who will hereafter re- 
ward every man according to his works, therefore we 
must not judge men to be happy or miserable by what 
befals them here. 

38. What should we learn from the fifth chapter ? 
To go with reverence into the house of God, as into 

a place where God is present in a peculiar manner. By 
the sacrifice of foob is meant prayer offered up in the 
Lord's house without devotion, and the paying no at- 
tention to the preacher. 

39. For what are the reflections which Solomoa 
makes in the sixth chapter very proper ? 

To moderate the eagerness of men's pursuits after 
. earthly goods ; but the Gospel gives us still clearer di- 
rections on this head, by teaching us to look forward to 
another life. 

40. What may we notice in the seventh chapter ? 
That to be oppressed and ill treated is a great trial to 

a good man, but patience will carry him through it. A 
good man may be made angry, but a wicked one only 
will suffer anger to rest with him. To be righteous 
over much, does not mean that we can be too good, 
only that we should not be too strict in the defence of 
our own right, or too rigid in judging others. 

41. What are we taught by the latter part of the 
eighth chapter ? 

. That it is much wiser to be contented with what God 
has seen fit to reveal, than to endeavour to penetrate 
intp the things he has hidden from us. ^* Secret things 
belong unto God, but those that are revealed are for us 
ani our children.'* 
' 42. What should we consider from the ninth chapter? 
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Into wliat errors SokmoB, tlie wisest man diat ever 
lived, fell, when he did not take the revealed word of 
<3rod for his guide ; this should teach us to be humble 
and lowly in our own eyes, and to pray to God to help 
our underst^ding with his Holy Spirit. 

43. What is the meaning of the tenth chapter ? 

The first verse signifies, that a single instance of re- 
markably bad conduct pften destroys the character Of 
one who was before renowned for wisdom. 

• 44. What are we recommended to do in the eleventli 
chapter? 

To be charitable and liberal in relieving the neces- 
sities of others, and we are shown that such good deeds 
will in the end be favourably considered. Young 
^people, too, are here admonished to be moderate in the 
enjoyment of innocent pleasures, and always to keep 
in mind that they will be called to account liereafter for 
the manner in which their whole lives have been spent. 

45. What is the meaning of some expressions in the 
twelfth chapter? 

To remember our Creator in the days of our youth, 
signifies, to apply diligently to the stuay of God's holy 
laws, and to get a habit of living in obedience to them 
before the 'season of old age arrives; verses 13, I4, 
call for our most serious attention, as they show that 
nothing can give true happiness in this world but re- 
ligion. 

• 46. What is the Song of Solomon ? 

It is understood to relate to Christ and his church, 
but being all in figurative language, it is not easy to 
be explained ; all which it is designed to teach us, is 
taught in plainer words in the other parts of scripture; 



< SECTION xviir. 

ISAIAH. 

' 1; When did the prophet Isaiah live ? 
, . Nfjarly 800 years before the coming of our Saviour, 
and he prophesied about sixty years in the kingdom rf 
Jadah« 
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2* What m99 be observed with Mnpeci l^faMbV 
yatdictioBft ? 

Tba(t of all the prophets, he hae spok^^mere.^fftitjr 
concemui^ovr Lord and Saviour J^auftCbriit^.of hie 
sufferings, of his kingdom,, aad the esliiwg ef Aegiub- 
tiles, 

3» Whai ai^icatioQ abould be givea la tiie first 
cihaotei? 

All persons of whatover raek or degree sbovld 9^ 
fU to themselves the prophet's exbortalioay by oon« 
sidering, in the first place, whether the crimes facfe 
pointed out to the Jewi^ natiou^ pcetail ia the nation 
io which they bdoag; and in the nei^t place irtietber 
they themselves aie ei^y of th^n, that tbc^ may. be 
kd ta repentance aad amendment of lile» not let the 
S^e of themsehes only> but for the good q£ tkeor 
country. 

4. What is meant by *' the mountain of the Lofd's 
bouse/' chapter second ? 

The kingdom of the Messiah, which will hereafter be 
fully established according to the psediction of the 
pri^faet^ imd the church of Christ will then be inamoit 
glorious state. 

5. What are w€^ to understand by *' tbfe day of tiat 
Lwd of Hosts r 

it signifies the time when the Lord will eoroe t# 
judgment ; at that awful day, all who have been rei* 
ceived into the churcb of God, wHl be m$de to feel the 
effects of God's displGaaere if they have forsaken the 
Lord, and set up idols in their hearts, which those da 
who give themselves up to foUow the deskres of the 
flesh, odT the pomps and vanities of this world. 

6. What does the prophet call our attention to in 
the third chapter ? 

All Christian women should remember what was 
threatened to the daughters of Zion, that they may 
not, by their pride and luaniry, help to bring down the 
judgments of God upon the nations to which they re- 
spectively belong*. 

7. What does the prophet foretel in the fourth 
chapter? 

That in those calamitous times^ which he had before 
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poi ikl t^ tiie Jernkli .nttm sbmld W gieaftly dStni- 
jDuktedf but that God vionU prestcve » raunaiit of 
them, and restore them in hm appokit«il time to Jerti^ 
salem ; tod a&6rwaida leem^ thett into the Chrbtian 

8. What are the criixit» which ^ prophet enumefttM 
jii die fifih. cbtptfir, tdbkh bviiig» God'»^i3b^;meiita«poii 
a nation ? 

CoviUmiincsav an inorditiale dtsdre of riches^ druoloen- 
Htfyi, the hme of mirtdi, feaating and pkaaures,, security 
and a coiiten|>t of the dWiae threateniDga, unpioitt 
jiq^httona and disconrees^ aad mjitst jud^enU. 

9. Why were the Jews threatened to he pumidied 
wkh spiritial Uimdnesa and hardneia of hca«t ifn iciiap- 
Itrwtk. 

Qm account of their refusing to hear and conaider 
wbat 1^ propheta weve se»t to tell them. 

10. What prophecy is contained in the seveiith 
chiq^ter, yeraes 14» 15? 

A Tery r^^arlsable one, rekiting to the miraealous 
bWb of o«ir SaTiottr, whick was fidfrUed when he waa 
bom of the Virgin Mary : the name ImmaiMiel aigaifiet 
•'©od with us/' 

11. What may we observe with respect to lie piot 
pIbeiV prediction in the eighth chepter ? 

That it exactly cai»e to pass, as we may leara ffoat 
2 Kings xvi» mA Gbri^iana should learn from tbi 
laHter part of thia cha^er» thai; it is sinfi«l to. nonsuit 
fortune-tellers and conjurers. 

l^« WhoQ wa6 the pnipbe(9 eontained ia the Mith 
chapter, verse 1, 2, fulfilled ? 

Wh|^ our blet^ SttviOur went %3 Uve at Caper- 
iMMim> and brought aalvatioi^ to light by preaching tha 
Go^l. 

13. What prophetic description is given in chap, ju# 
TcyseSa^totheend? 

The march of Sennacherib towards J^usalevHy the 
Ums» he wtudd occapk^a in the places h& passed 
through, and how the mighty tyfsint would be suddenly 
iltopped wA kid low by the hand of the Lord of Iloets, 
the God of Israel. 

14^ Wbiildoestheelevti^Qbaplerdiieflyxeliiteto? 
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The kingdom of the M^ah. By the rod from the 
'«tem of Jesse, was meant Chtist, who was of the family 
of Jesse, the father of Dayid* 

15. What is written in the twelfth chapter ? 

A hymn of praise, suitable for all who partake of the 
Uessings of the church of Christ/ 

- 16. What was the prophecy in the thifteendi chapter, 
verse 1 1 , &c. ? 

' God himself speaks t^ the prophet, declaring that 
he will certainly destroy Babylon; these dirine 
threatenings are very dreadful, ana they were fully etc* 
ecuted, when the Almighty sent the Medes against this 
greiat nation. 

- . 17. What did God declare in the twentieth verse ? ^ 

That after the total overthrow of Babylon it should 
never be inhabited ; this prediction was exactly ful- 
filled, for the place where it stood can no longer be 
kiiown. 

18. What was foretold by the fourteenth chapter ? 
The return of the Jews from the Babylonish captivity ; 

this prediction was written 130 years before the cap* 
tivity took place. 

19. What did Isaiah prophecy in the fifteenth and 
sixteenth chapters ? 

Against the Moabites; we have here another in* 
stance of a nation being punished for its pride, and the 
injuries it had done the people of God ; aliso a further 
proof of the care which God in all ages takes of his 
church. 

' iO. What prophecy is contamed in the nmeteentli 
chapter? 

- That against the Egyptians which was remarkably 
fulfilled, as the history of Egypt shows. The fierce 
king, verse 4, was Alexander the Great, king of Mace* 
don. . 

21. What was the design of the prophecy in the 
twentieth chapter ? 

To warn the Jews not to depend upon the Egyptians, 
but to trust in God alone. < 

,22. What remarkable prophecy do the first eleven 
verses of the twenty-first chapter contain ? 
. Thi^t which related to the taking of Babylon, ver. 4, 
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expresdy mentiotis that the city should be taken in the 
i^ht, when the kvag of Babylon wai^ feasting and 
taking j^easure ; and this came to pass in the leign of 
^^hazzar <Daii. v.)- 

23. What may we learn from the twenty-second 
•chapter ? 

That one of the gpreatest signs of hardness of heart 
in a nation, and that which provokes God to punish it, 
is, the people being unmmdful of his judgments, and 
giving themselves up to mirth and pleasure, and dis- 
epluteness, at a time when he calls them to humiliation 
and repentance. 

24. What is denounced by the prophecy contained 
in the twenty-third chapter ? 

The destruction of Tyre, which famous place was 
destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar : the prediction was de- 
livered, 125 years, before its accomplishment. 
^ 25. What was farther foretold req>ecting Tyre in the 
seventeenth and following verses ? 
* That after seventy years it should recover its splen- 
dour ; which it did, and enjoyed its liberty in the time 
of Alexander the Great. 

26. What should we more particularly observe in the 
twenty-fourth chapter ? 

The power of the Lord, and the judgments which the 
Lord brings upon the earth when wickedness spreads 
itself amongst those who are peculiarly his people : and 
^at the earth is defiled by transgressmg against God's 
law, changing his divine cwdinances and breaking hig 
everlasting covenant. 

27. How were God's promises to establish his king«- 
dom, and again to manifest his glory at Jerusalem, 
after he had afflicted it, fulfilled ? 

They were partly accomplished in the manifestation 
4>f our ^viour, Jesus Christ, and the preachmg of the 
Gospel ; but they will have a further fulfilment at his 
-second coning. 

28. Have the words of the prophet in the twenty^ 
fif^ chapter, verse 8, been fulfilled ? 

They will not be fully accomplished till death, our 
last enemy, shall be destroyed by the resurrection, and 
Jesus Chnst shall take his faithful servants to heanen. 
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-20. Whtt a contiingd ia tfat ttrflpty<«lii ch>ytti I 

It ift a •Mg'of pvam^ ininrkich tenpoml Midspiribial 
.Uciiuiigft are iotennixed^ in the jnntJi vene we ob** 
serve what we should learn, when.titt Lord's joidf^ 
KMiiti ace kt the ear^ 

30. To what does the sixteenth verse of the tneiitp^ 
dgfath cfaaf>t6r relate ? 

To our Saviour, as tbe fouiidatioii of Ihe Ohrisli«i 
eh«rdi, intimatiBg that there is no aalvaAioB hutt thfOtig^ 

3.1. What does the parable cDB^oiied in. the tmenty^ 
third and following verses signify ? 

Ufldcr the similitude of a huflbaBdmaa, it shews how 
God, with unerring wisdom, and impartial justice, ior 
slruots,. adaeaishes, and eotrectt Us people, in Older 
tfit cedahn the wicked: ssmI improve the good, aad 
finally to separate the one from the otfa^. 

3^ What are we shown l^y the twenty^-i^iiith chap- 
ter? 

That it is great folly and extreme wiekediiess to pre- 
tend ta hide any thing from God, and that nethiiig 
can screen any one from God's judgments. 

33. Wha^. do the seventeenth and ftlbwing vefsea 
relate to ? 

The time»ef the 6o^^» when tlie spiritual blindness 
which was ihreateaed lie the Jews was to be removed; 
tins has been partly fulfilled by the preadnng of oor 
&uriour and his apoisUes, but will nfolluive its fuJiaoan^ 
lotion tm the second ad;veat o£ our blsssed liosd* 

34. What is the instruction to be dn»vn from the 
Akfty-lMtstchi^iter? 

Tluul to p«t eonfidence in men, rather tban in ti^ 
divine assistance, is to sin egaiuBt (iM, and deeene 
nnmcnveiw 

3$« Of what were we forejiold in the tturty-seoond 
idfapter? 

The first to the ninth verse ween ptophelie of 
St» blessings of the Messiah's Idngdowy and the last 
verses foretold the jndgsaents tkat wwiM ,be seitt yf» 
the J^idi natiion, and a ^une nestoration* 

3$^ What, psephecy is enntained in tk^e tbiiiy-ithicd 
ciMfytsr? 
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itiigftifiolhatalKhedes^iigy umI idl die attenlpli 
of the ettomieB of Gcd aoid fail dnirdi are wa wkA m^ 
cflbctikal, wad that iktff eannot -withstand the p«wcr of 
Ac Lerdy.bnt that. whatever thej^ undertake aganstCrod 
tatna ixy their own conf ugion^ 
1^ 37« What is containeii in the thirty-fomth chaptert 

▲ deaunciatioit of God's laengeirace against all the 
tmeaxms of the ohoech of God. £doin u^ Bosrak am 
particularly netitkmed^ and the Edoooiles were accord* 
logly destroyed by Nebuckadneziar ; bat we may be 
certain something more was meant by the pvopbecy, as 
M naliaxK^weie called apcm to bear ; and it is imder- 
slottd to Delate to asitie great lerohuien that shall hi^ 
pen, before the perfect state of the kingdom of GocI 
upon earth shall take |^ice« 

38. What does the prophecy in the thirty-fifth chap* 
terlbmtd? 

The floandiiiig state <rf the Ghristtan chareh, and dM 
blessings God ^1 bestow upon it by means of tte 
Messiah, who wiU redeem and sanctify the ^uthful, de- 
stroy their spiritual enemies, and confer on them ete»* 
ntdhamness. 

'd», Wha^ is to be s^dnrrtd from xhv tlnrty-strth 
dnptes^ 

That the haughty and impious speedi of Sennacherib^ 
and his blasphemies agamst God, hastened the ruin of 
that idohtreoft kii^ When laem ftf in die face of the 
Ahnijg^ty, and iiMalt him widi impious leeches, he 
fidk not to set bonods te-thdr insotiuice. 

4§. What ma^weseeia the events which are r^Bled 
in the thhty-SBiveii^ chapter ? 

That trust in God, and fervent prayer, are very pre* 
ni&ipig; lAial Ae power df God is in6nite, that he is 
just, and that sooner or later he punishes wicked prinees 
Imd natibns m tfaisi worlds 

4U What esoeUent prayer do we find hi A« lidtty^ 
ei^th dmjpbmT 

A pn^>eii oC ihanki^mtog to Ahni^ity G^ which 
HeBskiah wnte after his reeovevy : it aibrds a good 
coainpls to those who, by dinae ntefcy, are restored to 
health after a daDgereas iUness. 

«».. Witttde^wi^ ksam fsoia the «kiity*iiioth chapter 
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of this book, and the twentieth chapt^, second bodk of 
Kings, respecting a part of Hezekiah's hntoiy ? 

How apt eren good men are to forget God in the day 
of prosperity ; and also that worldly advantages are 
Tain and uncertain, and that we should never be puffed 
tip with the possession of them. It also appears from 
hence that God chastises those he loves, when they grow 
remiss and ofiend him, but that he is reconcile as 
soon as they repent and humble themselves* 

43. What may we observe of the prophecy in the 
fortieth chapter, ver. 3 to 9 ? 

> That it was fulBUed when the Baptist, as the mes-> 
s^ger of Oirist, came to prepare the people for receiv- 
injghitn. 

44. What did the good tidings which were to proceed 
ftocn Jerusalem relkte to (veir. 9 to 12) ? 

To our blessed Saviour, who, in his divine nature, is 
thfe Lord God. Ver. 11 agrees with our Saviour's own 
words, when he called himself the good shepherd. • 
■ 4d. What should we observe in the tweUth and fol- 
Iwaigirerses?. 

In what exalted terms the prophet here speaks of the 
^It^jAfttj^T^Ood : from suchpassagefrf^^heBewe^difit^ld 
form ourijlif^ of the divine majesty and attributes, par* 
^-"^^^kxiy of his almighty power. 

. 46. .How should we consider this chapter ? 

;It should be read and studied with- particular att^i* 
^n^by Christians, for it teaches us that God abhors 
idolatry, that we ought to adore and fear this great and 
trpAderful being, before whom all creatures ar^ as ^o-^ 
thing, and that all our happiness depends upon God's 
favour and our trust in him. 

; 47. What is contained in the forty-first cheqpter, 
ver, 21 to the end? 

That the deliverer to come from the north meant 
Gyrus, the prince of Persia, whose father, being a Per- 
sian, came from the east, and his mother, wliOi;nb!a 
Mj$de, from the north of Judea.' The whole of this 
<;hapter has a reference to Christ, the great deliverer of 
mankind, of whom CyruS| as the deliverer of the Jews 
from their captivity, was only a type. . . 
1. 48. What is contained in the foil^y-seconddbaptOT? 
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y^nes 1. ' to 10 r^estot the diar^ter of the Mes^ 
siah, his great meekness and humility, and the glory of 
his -works. Verses 1 to 1 3 allude to the time when all 
nations of the earth will be of one religion, and may all 
join in one song of praise to God, the uniTersaL Lord; 
Verses 13 to 17 relate both to the coming of Cyrus to 
deliver the Jews, and to the coming of the Messiah. 
Verse 17 foretold that idolaters should bei confounded; 
and idolatry d^troyed. 

49. What is meant by the deaf and blind mentioned 
in the dghte^th and following vei^e^? 

Those who were spiritually blind andtdeaf, who did 
not perceive the trutb of revealed religion. : 

50. What should these threateniogs induce Chris* 
tians todo? . 

To take warning not to harden their hearts, or turn 
^ deaf ear to' the voice of the Loifd, but to walk in his 
ways, and keep his commandments. 

51. To whom ai^ the promises contained in the forty-y 
third chapter applicable ? 

: Those in the first part of the chapter are applicable 
to all the faithful servants of God^ and are very proper 
to ftU them with joy ; and the Istter part afibrds power- 
ful motives to fear Uie Lord, and to pay hun the wof-* 
ship of the heart. ' 

52. What should we observe in the former part of 
the forty-fourth chaptcar? : : ' .' . 

God's gracious promises of salvation, the help of the 
]Holy Spirit, tod thie divine blessing ; also the suprehie 
power and. foreknowledge of the one true God. 
.: 53.. What mlBiy we learn ftom the latter part of the 
chapter? ' . > 

; The folly of idol-Worship is here described in siich 
strong colours, that none bu|:tho!se who Were in spiritiial 
Uindiless cotdd fell of perqeiviitg it in the prophet -s 
representations.: .. 

54. What is said of Cyrus, who was here prophesied 
id: by nam^i u^tfriy 90Q year i Wore, he was bom ? . 

that he was a very extraordinary person, and greatly 
renowned ftrrrhi^ wi^dcrm, vatout, aSd virtue;; and the 
Lord prdainti faipir; to be the insttument of his good 
Iti^o^ideofi^ to^the hmm oi Jacob;: this sbtiuld) lead us 
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«#'f6flect ttpon tfae fimfaidfrMn atid the Modiiess 
«f God. 

^»5, yfhsn was th« ^iediolioii liil Wed, mentioned 4ii 
tbefofty-^fth dnrater, wheieit is^aakl tfaefateffof bra« 
thould be opeaedj aiid that he leoiild ^d immeoee 
tiiea n iies im the oity ? 

. When Bekhazsar.kmg^ctfBabj^i^ waft tnrlfiedl^y 
the handvi^iAg ^es Uie wall* 

66. What are some of the partioviars m^etot^" 
ibcth: chapter? 

That Bel and NdM> iivere the principal idols of the 
Babyicmi^iiis,' and that the profmt here foretdd (heir 
overthrow : .by tiie nvrenouB bird (torn the east utas 
mioant the Pecska army ; aad it is lemaricahle that 
Cyrus when he came against Babylon had an eagle ibr 
his ensign. 

57. What should the mophecies, in which the Lord 
80 long beforehand repeated his designs re^xcting the 
Jews and the Babylonians, teach us ? 

The truth of the existence of a God, who by his pro* 
Tidence governs all things, and we should pay particular 
regard to this proof of God's foreknowledge. 

58. To what does the former pait of the forty-ninth 
chapter rdate ? 

To the coming of the Messiah, to bring salvation iMit 
only to the Jews but to etU nations. 

59. What are described in the latter part of the 
chapter? 

The tender mercies of God to his Mthfol people, 
with the prosperity of ^e church in general. 

60. What particulaidy claims our nottoe in the fiftieth 
chapter? 

The prophetic representation of the patient stiffisrings 
of our Uessed Saiviofnr : it agrees soexadiy with the 
circumstance of our Xord, while he stood silent before 
Pilate, and answered not a word, that it seems tOii^Mak 
for him. 

6K What do venes 9 to 17 in the ^y-6nt diapter 
s^fy? 

That the same Lord who had dried vp^e Red Sea 
for bis people to pass e^er, would certainly bting tbena 
out of oaflttvky, and gm to ^tfiose whojwere foililM 
everlasting salvation. 
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17 to 21? 

Of ^ miMriet %hidi tlie Jews weie to snffsr at Ihe 
tidcttig of JeraMlem. 

€9. We m« told in ¥^^968 7 to 1^ of Ihe Aity-'seootid 
<A«pter9 tluitl^ mosB^Mger of ^ood tidhigs, in veistioa 
to Uie captnre-JeiPi, was Cyras ; bat to ^at do tiMoe 
verses further relate ? 

- :T4»«K»literiB«M€n^!erbf good tidings, our L^ 
-Christ; and they speak of the purity wtiieiiiroiiid ^be 
Required in llhose wEo^^oold be retkemed by him : the 
last rev%e» evideatiy relate to the penoDy chafaoieri 
offioe, and bonitliafeiofi of tbe Messiah. 
M. Why isthaSddaveryfeinwrkabie chapter? 
Because it describes the humiliation and death of tko 
Ilessiah in as llyel'y c^an an if it had been -written 
after, they had taken place : Verse 1. Signifies that the 
Jews would BOt brieve in our -Saviour as the Messiah, 
when tfaey wei^e toM .he was come upon earth. Verse %. 
Describes the private life he would lead in a state of 

I meet with 

Id endure. 

em ignomi- 

«e of man- 

und silenoa 

s. Verse 8. 

cause when 

would be 

d be buried 

a would be 

ledkoned by :the Jaws as a malefactor. Verse 10. 

Shows that the Messiah was to offer, by the appotnt- 

nent of the. lioinl, his life as a sacrifice for Bin, and 

that lie "would rise from the dead for the stdvatioaof 

many. 

■ '&5. ThispTOjphecybafiiig bsea so exactly fulfilled 
in every part m it i^ Christ, of what ought it to con- 
vince us ? 

' SJfaat'fae was jreally the great Redeemer «pokea of 
by all the prophets, that his doctrine is true and diviiio, 
mat hia sufibtiaga and dettt^wete tbewonderfal means 
by^hiobOodihasbeen^ottsodto save moa, and that 
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bemg now exalted td glory, he i» able to safe all those 
who come unto God by him. 

66. What does the 55th chapter deicHbci to us? 
The fulness, freedom, excellence, and everlastings 

natnre of the Uessings of the Gospel, calling upon all 
to seize the precious opportunity of sharing in these 
blessings, which, however, are not to be hs^ without 
repentance and amendment of life, 

67. What should we particularly observe in the fifty- 
sixth chapter? 

How God exhorts his people to the practice of every 
duty, and particularly to that of keeping Us sabbaths^ 
and that he promises to bless whoever does so, and ta 
reckon them among his people, whatever be their con- 
dition in otheir respects. 

68. What do the &rst verses of the fifty-seventh 
chapt^ show ? 

That the death of good men is oftentimes a blessing 
to them, and that when they depart this life they enter 
into peace. 

69. What are the 13th to the 20th verses ? . 

Very comfortable to all contrite and humble persons^ 
and they were particularly so to the Jews, as they fore* 
told forgiveness and restoration to the favour of God, 
after they had been cast off for their iniquities. 

. 70. What does Oie fifty- eighth chapter show ? 

What sort of fasting is acceptable to God, and that 
the Lord hears, delivers, and blesses those who, in time 
of public fasting, call upon him with sincerity and 
humility, and truly turn to him. 

. 71. What is to be observed in the 13th and 14th 
verses ? 

TJie great, blessings which sure promised to those who 
keep the sabbath-day holy ; those who prefer oh^yin^ 
the Lord's commandments, to the amusements whtdi 
ttiahy ^ng^ in upon* th6 sabbath*day, find re^l. sub- 
stantial dJBl^t aiid:ple^$u^, far suparior to any they 
could contrive for themselves. 
\ ^72. What do the latter verses of the fifty^fiinth chap- 
ter Contain? .; ; ' ; 

I Theylrdate to.tjie;Redeeteer;.who was to be «nt for 
^e solvation of all iMQ»<tngst knanki^dj who shobld turn 
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from their transgressions and keep the covenant of the 
Lord. 

73. When we read the comfortable promises of the 
sixty-second chapter, and consider how far they have 
been already fulfilled, what should be our feelings ? 

We shoaid rejoice and be thankful that we are 
sharers in the blessings and privileges of the church of 
Christ, and should resolve to prepare ourselves for the 
second coming of our Saviour, that we may partake of 
the still more glorious blessings which are in reserve for 
his faithful people. 

74. What do the former verses of the sixty-sixth 
chapter teach us? 

That no outward rites of worship, however magnifi- 
cent, can please the Most High, while the heart of the 
worshipper is corrupt and impure, but that God always 
accepts those that come to him with an humble spirit, 
and tremble at his word. 
, 75. What do the latter verses'' foretel ? 
"" T the church will be finally de- 

eving and ungodly condemned 
Q, and that the righteous will 
n the kingdom of their father. 
^ of every Christian upon know- 
n of the prophet respecting the 
ive its accomplishment in God's- 

the warnings, admonitions, and 
mgelical prophet, and this, not 
e, but for the sake of the nation 
he belongs to, and for the glory of God. 

SECTION XIX. 

JEREMIAH. 

1. What is the Book of Jeremiah ? 

It is partly historical, and partly prophetical ; he 
prophesied for about thirty-four years, just before the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and iox a short time after- 
ivards. 
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2. What is the character given of Jeremiah in the 
first chapter ? 

That he was a priest, and being very diffident of 
himself, the Lord assured him that he would inspire 
him, and make use of him as his prophet. 

3. What are some of the particulars of this chapter? 

The vision of the almond rod signified the near ap- 
proach of the divine judgments, and that of the seething- 
pot, the severity of them. The evil from the north watf 
the army of the Chaldeans. 

4. What should we observe in the second chapter ? 

The love of God for the Israelitish nation, their in- 
gratitude, and for what crimes they were threatened 
with destruction. 

.0. What was foretold in the I6th and 17th verses of 
^e third chapter ? 

That the Jewish religion should be put an end to, 
and a new one established, and that the new religion 
would be a blessing to the other nations as well as to 
the Jews. 

6. What was the solemn declaration which the pro- 
phet was inspired by the Lord to make to the people of 
Judah, in the fourth chapter? 

That God threatened them, if they continued in their 
rebellion, that they should be subdued by the Chal- 
deans, and these threatenings were fulfilled some years- 
afterivards, as God's threatenings always are, sooner or 
later, if they do not produce repentance. 

7. What are the important instructions contained in 
the fifth chapter ? 

We here see what is likely to be the fate of a nation 
when it becomes extremely corrupt, which is the case 
when the number of good men in it is very small, when 
impurity and injustice reign without' opposition, when 
men have neither a grateful sense of the kindness of 
the Lord, nor dread h\i threatenings. 

8. What was meant by the " good old ways," men- 
tioned in the 16th verse of the sixth chapter ? 

' The ways of God's commandments, which they 
were admonished to seek for and walk in. 

' 9. What is the prophecy contained in the seventh 
chapter, and which was spoken to the people wheii they 
were going into the house of the Lord at Jerusalem? 
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It wae a very solemn one, and all that tlie Lord 
threatened came to pa^. 

10. What should these awful circumstances lead us 
to reflect on ? 

That it is in vain for any to glory in being members 
of the church of God while they lead wicked lives, that 
Chose who think to please God by going to his house 
and peribrming acts of worship, whilst they continue 
in unrighteousness deceive themselves, and that the 
only means to obtain the favour of God is to reform our 
lives, and do what his laws require. 

11. What should we observe in the ninth chapter ? 
How earnestly the prophet laments the approaching 

destruction of the Jews, and their great and crying 
mas. 

12. What further claims our notice in this chapter ? 
A most useful and instructive lesson conveyed in 

▼erses 23 and 24 ; for the greatest honour and glory of 
a nation, or an individual, is to know and practise true 
religon. 

13. What should wc learn from the latter part of the 
tenth chapter ? 

That God chastises men because his chastisements 
are needful for them, not because he takes pleasure in 
their destruction, which should lead us to submit to his 
fatherly corrections. 

14. What does God's denying to Jeremiah, in the 
14th verse of tl>e eleventh chapter, to pray for the people 
of Judah at this time show to us ? 

That when a nation is become so desperately wicked 
as to be devoted to destruction by the Almighty, even 
the prayers of the righteous will not be heard in its 
behalf. 

15. What should we learn from the twelfth chap- 
ter? 

To believe that the wicked and the hypocrite will not 
escape unpunished, and that they are never truly happy 
though God may spare them awhile. 

16. What is the meaning of the words in the 23d 
verse of the 13th chapter, *• Can the Ethiopian change 
hk skin,&c. ?" 

k signifies^ ^t when men have established them- 
11 2 
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selves in long habits of sin, it is very difficult to reclaina 
them, and many are never reclaimed at all. 

17. What should we learn from the fourteenth chapter ? 

That all temporal evil, such as drought, famine, pes- 
tilence, and the sword, are tokens of the wrath of God, 
to bring nations to repentance ; and we should hearken 
to those who declare the truth to us sincerely and 
without flattery, and not in times of public calamity, in 
particular, to listen to those who would persuade us 
that we may go on in our sins and follies without dan- 
ger or fear. 

18. What are we to observe in the seventeenth chap. ? 
. That it is in vain to confide in the help of man with- 
out the blessing of the Lord ; that there is no condition 
so happy and secure as that of those who trust in God and 
fear him ; that we should distrust ourselves and search 
our own hearts, instead of thinking ourselves righteous. 

19. What are we required to take particular notice 
of in the nineteenth and following verses ? 

Of the Lord's message, concerning the observance of 
the sabbath : nothing is so likely to bring ruin upon a 
nation as profaning the Lord's day, for this sin leads 
to all kinds of wickedness. 

20. What is the meaning of the passage in the 
eighteenth chapter, of the comparison of a potter and 
his clay ? 

The Lord represents his own absolute power over the 
nations of the earth to raise them up, or tq destroy 
them, and also plainly declares how he deals with na- 
tions in general. 

21. What did Jeremiah's threatening words at the 
end of the chapter show ? 

That the destruction of the kingdom of Judah was 
determined, and that evils of every kind were to fall 
upon the people of that devoted nation and their chil- 
dren, on account of their having forsaken the worship 
of the Lord for idolatry. 

22. What were foretold in the nineteenth chapter? 
The dreadful miseries which were to happen during 

the siege of Jerusalem. 

23. What do we learn from the twentieth chapter? 
That Jeremiah was again inspired to foretel the de* 
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struction of Jerusalem ; also the fall of the priest who 
used him ill for doing his duty ; and that the predic- 
tion concerning the city was exactly fulfilled, as with- 
out doubt that relating to Pashur was also. 
. 24. What do the seventh and following verses show? 
That the opposition Jeremiah met with, and his grief 
at finding all his prophecies and warnings lost their 
effect, for a time overpowered him. 

25. What does this failing of Jeremiah afford an in- 
stance of ? 

Of the truth of the apostle's words, that the prophets 
were men of like passions with ourselves, James xv. 17: 
even Job, the most patient of men, uttered the like 
wishes and complaints as Jeremiah; but these good men 
had not had the benefit of our Saviour's example, who, 
with the prospect of greater sufferings before him than 
any man ever endured, said no more than " Father, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass from me :" immediately 
adding, " nevertheless, not my will, but thine be done." 

26. What should Christians therefore learn from 
their blessed Lord's example ? 

To imitate it, and not in time of affliction curse the 
hour of their birth, and wish they had never been born. 

27. What prophecy is contained in the fifth to the 
ninth verse of the twenty-third chapter ? 

A very remarkable one r^ecting our blessed Sa- 
viour, who was to be the great shepherd and ruler of 
his church and the restorer of righteousness to fallen 
man. 

28. What was the meaning of the expression, " The 
burden of the Lord," at that time in use ? 

It signified any prophecy which a real prophet was 
inspired to deliver to the people : those to which the 
false prophets gave this name were of their own inven- 
tion, and directly contrary to the word of the Lord. 

29. How may we profit from the account given in 
the twenty-eighth chapter of the false prophet, who 
predicted the very contrary to what Jeremiah pro- 
phesied ? 

It should serve as an example to strike terror into 
all who seduce others to sin. 
. 30. W hat do the twenty-seventh and following verses 
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of tke thisty-Srst cbapter tell us that God promifled 
to do? 

To make a new covenant with the house of Israel, 
which should last as long: as heaven aud earth remain* 

31. How does St. Paul in his epistle to the Hebrews, 
chap, viiu apply this prophecy ? 

To the covenant of the Gospel, and it was brought 
in by our Lord Jesus Christ, but it will not be fully en- 
joyed- till our Saviour's second coming. 

32. What is the behaviour of Jehoiakim as related 
in the thirty- sixth chapter a proof of? 

Of the greatest impiety, and of the utmost contempt 
of God and his holy word ; but it is in vain for the 
wicked to strive against God ; what he determines is 
always executed ; and sooner or later, impious and pro* 
fane men will bear the punishment due to them ; as it 
happened to Jehoiakim, who was carried captive into 
Babylon. 

33. What was Jeremiah's conduct as related in the 
thirty-seventh chapter, when unjustly accused by the 
Jews, and even beaten and thrown into a dungeon ? . 

He did not forbear telling the king that he should 
be subdued by the Chaldeans, which showed that he 
feared God rather than man. 

34. What may we learn from the Lord having soft^ 
ened the heart of Zedekiih towards Jeremiah ? 

That Providence sets bounds to the malice of the 
ivicked, delivers the righteous, and makes good mea 
meet with comfort and help, even in the worst times. . 

35. As Zedekiah suffered a false shame and the fear 
of man to get the better of his conscience, so as not U^ 
regard the divine threatenings and predictions, what was 
the consequence as related in the thirty-ninth chapter? 

As he had neglected to improve the warnings given 
to him in this chapter, it was afterwards too late to de 
at, as God discontinued them, and he drew upon him- 
self and his subjects the utmost misery. 

36. What should we observe from the thirty-nin^ 
chapter ? 

That the predictions of Jeremiah that Zedekiah's 
eyes should see the king of Babylon, and that of £ze^ 
Jciel that he should not see Babylon though he should 
die there, were both accomplished. 
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37. Wbat does the fate of this unhappy prioce show^ 
tons? 

Tliat th^ who refuse to hear the voice of Grod, they 
who have led others into sin, and are the authors of 
public miseries, are at length made examples of the 
just vengeance of God. 

38. Why did God suffer Jeremiah to be carried 
down into Egypt, as related in the forty- third chapter? 

That he might there denounce the ruin of the Egyp- 
tians as well as of the Jews, who had put their trust.in 
them ; for wherever the wicked are, the hand of God 
finds them out, and those who think to avoid the evils 
they dread, by disobeying him, and make use of un • 
lawful means to that end, fall by those very means into 
the evils they meant to shun. 

39.* What do we learn from the forty-fourth chapter? 

That the Jews in Egypt were not reformed nor 
humbled, and that they told the prophet they had met 
with nothing but misfortunes since they left off wor- 
shipping the moon, which they called the queen of 
heaven. 

40. What does this conduct of the Jews show us ? 
That when men have once forsaken God they grow 

continually worse and worse, and become so hardened 
that adversity itself has no effect upon them, and thea< 
God forsakes them entirely. 

41. Why may the fiftieth chapter be considered 
in^onderful ? 

It was written at the time when Babylon was in the . 
height of its glory, more than sixty years before the 
taking of the city by Cyrus ; yet it describes the judg- 
ments which then fell upon it as exactly as if then 
present. 

42. What is the very remarkable prophecy in the fifty** 
irst chapter? 

It is an exact description of the taking of Babylon, 
tirhich happened sixty years afterwards. 

43. What did the prophets declare at the time the 
Babylonians were upon the point of destroying the 
Jews, and laying Jerusalem waste ? 

That the Babylonians themselves should be made 
desolate, and their city utterly overthrown by princes 
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who should set the Jews at liberty, and cause Jerusalem 
to be rebuilt. 

44. What is contained in the fifty-second chapter ? 

An account of the number of captives Nebuchad- 
nezzar carried away to Babylon at different times, 
which was but a very small remnant of the kingdom of. 
Israel. 

LAMEKTATIOXS. 

45. What does this book contain ? 

The prophetic lamentations and complaints of the 
prophet Jeremiah, for the desolation of Jerusalem and 
the captivity of the Jews. 

46. How should we imitate Jeremiah, when he la- 
mented the desolation that was threatened to his coun- 
try, as described in the first chapter ? 

We should zealously implore God's mercy when he 
ii provoked against us ; and, above all, pray fervently 
for the peace and deliverance of the church, when we 
see men provoke his divine majesty by their sins, and 
his church exposed to sufferings. 

47. What does the prophet in the second chapter 
give a lively representation of? 

The miseries which attended the siege and destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem ; all the dreadful circumstances par- 
ticularly mentioned, as he saw them in prophetic vision. 

48. What is there in the third chapter, which is very 
proper for the instruction and comfort of persons in 
affliction ? 

The prophet teaches us, that though God, for the 
punishment of their sins, exposes his people to various 
evils and distresses, he does not willingly afflict them, 
but does it with justice, and even with mercy, to bring 
them back to himself. 

49. Towards whom does the prophet assure us that 
God is appeased ? 

Those who humble themselves under affliction, and 
improve under his rod; and this doctrine should be 
well understood, remembered at all times, but particu- 
larly in times of affliction. 

50. What does the fifth chapter contain ? 

A prayer, in which the prophet entreats the Lord to 
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kave compassion upon Jerusalem and the Jews : he 
represents the greatness of their desolation , confesses 
they were justly punished for the sins of their fathers, 
and earnestly begs of God to restore Jerusalem and 
his people to their former state. 

SECTION XX. 

EZEKIEL. 

1. Where and when did Ezekiel prophecy? 

In Chaldea, where he was with the Jews who had 
been carried thither with king Jehoiachin, about eleven 
years before the destruction of Jerusalem. He pro- 
phesied from the fifth year of his captivity, for the 
space of about twenty-five years, while Jeremiah at 
Jerusalem was foretelling the same things. 

2j What have we an account of in the first chapter ? 

The calling of Ezekiel to the prophetic office, and of 
a wonderful vision he saw, in which he beheld the glory 
of God. Ezekiel was a priest. 

^ 3. What may we learn from comparing this descrip- 
tion of the wonderful being who was upon the throne 
with the visions of Isaiah and other prophets, and with 
those of St. John in the book o^ Revelation ? 

That it was the Lord, the son of God, who afterwards 
took our nature upon him, and now sits at the right 
hand of God the Father, in the glory which he had with 
him before the world was created. 

4. What may we observe in the second chapter ? 
The commission which the prophet received from the 

Lord to go to the Jews. The spirit which entered into 
him was the Holy Spirit, by which he was inspired to 
foretel things to come. 

5. What was the Lord's command to Ezekiel in the 
third chapter ? 

To eat the roll of the book ; which signified that he 
was to hearken to the word of the Lord himself, as well 
as to deliver it to the Jews of the captivity, though it 
related to those who were still in Judea. 

6. What was Ezekiel further told ? 

That if he did not do his duty as a prophet, he would 
II 3 
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l>e answerable for the sins of the peq)le, as well as eftdi 
individual of them for his own particular sbs; bwt 
that if he did warn ^m, and they would not repent^ 
they alone should be aj:)swerable for theur own sins. 

7. What does the prophet show by a type, in thya 
fifth chapter? 

The judgments the Lord was about to execute upon 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, by famine, sword, and 
dispersion ; and these awful predictions had their full 
accomplishment, as we read in the book of Jeremiah* 

8. What was ibretold in the sixth chapter ? 

That the cities and places where the Jews had prac- 
tised their idolatries should be deetroyeds which came 
jexactly to pass ; for the people of Israel had altani^ 
like the gentiles, on every high hill, and under greeiji 
trees, and they copied the heathens in all thek.abomi* 
nations. 

9. What was the image of jealousy shown to the 
|krophet in this wonderful vision, as described in the 
eighth chapter ? 

It signified idolatry in general, which provoked tb^ 
Lord God to jealousy, by giving that honour to idols 
^hich was due to him alone. 

10. What does the prophet describe in the sixth t» 
the thirteenth verses ? 

The three great superstitions which the Israelites had 
lallen into ; that of the Egyptians, that of the Phoeiii^ 
cians, and that of the Persians. 

11. What were the rites of the Egyptian idolatry? 
They were performed by the ancient and honourable 

of the people in a mystic cave, called by the prophet a 
hole, or chamber in the wall, in which were represented 
by figures, thqse creeping and abominable creatures 
they worshipped, such as serpents, dogs, cats, &c.; 
with Apis, the .sacred bull, and Isis and Osiris, under 
the figure of two calves. 

12. What did Ihe Phoonicians worship ? 

An idol which they supposed to preside as a gotf 
over the fruits of the eartl^ and who suffered whep 
trees, &c., were^ut dowai ; on which account the iwomei^ 
mourned for him -several days at the end of barvesjU 

IZ. What wi^ the Piersiaa worship ? 
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It was perfoimed by the priests and magi, and coq^ 
aisted chiefly in adoration paid to the sun, with the 
-feces of the worshippers turned towards the east, as 
jdesoribed by the prophet. 

14. What is the meaning of the ninth chapter? 

The man with the inkhom, in this vision, is consi- 
dered as an angel sent by the Lord to mark his faithful 
Jiervants who were to be preserved from destruction. 

15.. What did the Lord's appearing upon his throne, 
giving directions to the ministering angels to scatter 
:ooals over the city of Jerusalem, as recorded in the 
ilenth chapter, denote ? 

That the city would be burnt, and it showed that the 
tlestruction of it would proceed from God himself. - 

16. How is the Lord described at the end of the 
eleventh chapter? 

As withdrawing his glory from the city, as he before 
iiad done from the temple ; which implied that God was 
going to forsake Jerusalem and its inhabitants. 

17. What is to be observed at the end of the twelfth 
chapter ? 

How the prophet answers the objection of the scof- 
fers and infidels, who either disbelieved his threaten- 
ings, or supposed the accomplishment of them to be at 
a great distance. 

18. What is denounced in the thirteenth chapter ? 
Heavy judgments against those lying prophets, who 

flattered the people in the midst of their sin and danger^ 
with false hopes of peace and security. 

19. What does God declare in the fourteenth chapter? 
That when he should resolve to punish a country by 

any of his plagues, the good people in that country 
might be preserved but could not save others. 

20. What does the honourable mention of Noah, 
Baniel, and Job, show? 

That the intercession of good men has great powier 
with God, though it oould not have prevailed for the 
saving of Jerusakm. 

2i. What is pro|>hesied in the 22d and following 
ver8es4»f ohopler xvh. 

TRie Messiah under the^miUtude of a branch; and 
it is intimated that his kingdom will be universal, that 
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iiie gentiles will be admitted into it, and the Jews re- 
stored. 

22. What did the words in chap, xviii. 2, " The fa- 
thers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth 
are set on edge," signify ? 

A proverb which the Jews at that time used, and it 
^ignihed that it was not for their own crimes that the 
judgments of God were threatened and sent, but for 
those of their fathers; and that their fathers had en- 
tailed wickedness upon them. 

23. What notice does the prophet take of this notion ? 
He condemns and corrects it, by showing them that 

children of wicked parents may be good and virtuous, 
and that no child shall bear the iniquity of his father 
to the injury of his soul, though he may, in consequence 
of his father's transgressions, be involved in temporal 
evils, such as poverty and disease, which is the meaning 
of visiting the sins of the fathers upon the children to 
the third and fourth generation. 

24. Of what is this chapter, sufficient to convince 
any reasonable person, who will read it with attention ? 

That the doctrine of absolute predestination to eternal 
misery, is contrary to what God has graciously revealed 
. concerning his disposition and dealings with mankind. 

26. In what manner is it stated in the twenty-sixth 
chapter that the heathen nations triumphed at the 
dowtifal of Jerusalem ? 

They did it as idolaters, rejoicing that the God of 
Israel, as they supposed, was overcome by their false 
gods, and no longer able to maintain the honour of his 
chosen people. 

26. What was the prophet inspired to foretel incon- 
sequence ? 

That so far from the Lord's power being lessened, 
the heathens would feel the effects of it in their own 
destructioji. 

27. Why was Nebuchadnezzar, who had conquered 
Jerusalem, to be the conqueror of Tyre ? 

Because Tyre had rejoiced to see Jerusalem laid 
waste by the king of Babylon. Tyre, a rich and flou- 
rishing city, was, by its desolation, to be a terror to the 
isles. 
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^8. What does history inform us was the fate of Tyre? 

That a few years after the prophecy , Nebuchadnezzar 
went against the city, besieged it for thirteen years, 
and at length destroyed it in such a manner that it was 
not rebuilt. 

29. What is to be understood by the word Hell, iii 
the thirty-second chapter, to which the nations are said 
to have been sent ? 

We may understand it to mean the place of the 
dead ; though whole nations were cut off, the final con- 
demnation of individuals will not take place till the last 
day. 

30. How do we see that every thing foretold of 
Egypt came exactly to pass ? 

Nebuchadnezzar conquered Egypt after he had taken 
the city of Tyre; the Egyptians were carried into cap- 
tivity, and at the end of forty years they returned into 
their own country under Amasis their king. 

3 1 . But did the kingdom recover its former splendour? 
No, it was afterwards kept low, and made subject to 

foreign powers, as Ezekiel had foretold ; and the com- 
pletion of these prophecies is an additional proof that 
the holy scriptures are divinely inspired ! 

32. What do the former verses of the thirty- third 
chapter point out. 

The manner of the Lord's dealings, both with respect 
to the ministers of religion, and the individuals of. whom 
their flocks are composed. 

33. Who were the false shepherds threatened in 
the thirty-fourth chapter ? 

The prophets, ministers, and magistrates of Israel, 
who instead of taking care of the people, neglected and 
injured them. 

34. What should we observe from God's promise to 
give the people good shepherds, and, above all, to send 
a great Shepherd who should redeem his people, and 
make them everlastingly happy. 

That this great Shepherd should be of the house of 
David, and our blessed Saviour applied this prophecy 
to himself, when he said, " I am the good shepherd," 
&c. John X. 11. 

35. What was the prophet inspired to tell the rem- 
nant of Judah, as recorded in the thirty-seventh chapter? 
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That when the Lord should fulfil the promises he had 
made to them, they were not to r^ard their restoration 
to their own land as a reward for any merit in then^ 
but as an act of his mercy. 

36. What is to be understood by the emblem of dead 
and withered bones, mentioned in the thirty-seventh 
chapter ? 

Divine grace is represented by the recovery of these 
bones; and the emblem may be applied to the ^neral 
resurrection of mankind from the dead ; and we shouU 
learn from it also, that nothing is impossible with God» 

DANIEL. 

37. Who was Daniel ? 

A prophet who descended from the royal family of 
Judah, and was carried to Babylon, when he was vei^ 
young, by Nebuchadneziar. 

38. When did Daniel live at Babylon ? 

Six hundred years before the coming of our Saviour, 
and he died in a very advanced age. 

39. How is Daniel spoken of by Ezekiel and ovix 
blessed Saviour ? 

Ezekiel in chap. xiv. 14, makes honourable mention 
of him, and our blessed Lord speaks of him as a pro- 
phet in Matthew xxiv. 15. 

40. What was the custom of conquerors with respect 
to their captains in the time of Daniel ? 

To change their names ; and those given to Danid 
and his friends had a relation to the idols of the Baby-i 
lonians, as their former ones had to the true God. 

41. What should we observe with respect to Daniel 
aikl his friends ? 

That though very young men, they resolved to keep 
steadfastly to the commandments of God, and on no 
account to eat of any thing that was f(^bidden by the 
law of Moees« 

42. Why was NebuchadncMar made to forget his 
4ream, and Daniel to have it revealed to him; togeither 
"With the interpretation ? 

It proved the means of saving the li^s of Dani«l 
and his three friends, and of showing ait the same tkm^ 
^nX tbeir God was the trae God^ 
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43. What may we learn from Danters thanksgiyingi^ 
as shown in the second chapter ? 

We see from them what notions he aitertainedof the 
Divine Majesty, and how Christians ought to think of 
4Gtod. 

44. What does Daniel's answer to the king show ? 
That he had received a revelation from the God of 

heaven, which as a prophet he was about to deliver; 
Ae dream, as here described, was a very awful one, 
and the interpretation was a most remarkable prophecy, 
which has been exactly fulfilled. 

45. What does the second chapter clearly show to us^ 
That the raising and overturning of kingdoms and 

"States proceeds from God's overruling providence, who 
]»as always in view the goodness of his church, and of 
^bose, tlmt fear him. 

46. What folly and wickedness did Nebuchadnezzar 
commit as stated in the third chapter ? 

He set up an idol, dedicated it, and required worship 
to be paid to it as a God ; the folly of his conduct is 
^ely described by the prophet Isaiah, chap. xliv. 

47. How was Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego^ 
faith and piety shown on this occasion ? 

When tiieir duty to God was concerned, they did not 
deliberate what course to take, but boldly at once ex- 
|>osed their lives for the glory of God, and in defence 
of true religion. 

48. When was it that these three good men were 
thrown into the burning fiery furnace ? 

More than twenty years after Daniel's inteipretatbn 
of Nebuchadnezzar's dream. 

49. When the Almighty saw fit tojgive Nebuchad- 
«iezzar notice, by another significant dream, that he 
designed to humble him, what was done in order that 
Jie should know his punishment came from Grod ? 

Danid was made the interpreter of it, and <m ^his 
occasion the king was able to recollect his dream« and 
though he could not understand the fuU import of it, 
he could discern enough to double Ws mind. 

50. What was the interppetatiOQ of this dream ? 

It is so plain and clear as to want no explanaction;; 
Jj^nt if Kebuchaddftezzar would hav^ foUoaned the pro- 
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i>het's advice, the threatened judgment would not have 
Dcen sent upon him. 

51. How is Babylon desciibed in the twenty-eighth 
and following verses of the fourth chapter? 

As a very magnificent city ; and Isaiah calls it, " the 
glory of kingdoms." It was sixty miles in compass, 
enclosed with a wall at least 200 feet high and 60 
broad, and adorned in every possible way. 

52. In what way did the judgments of God fall upon 
Nebuchadnezzar ? 

He was deprived of his reason, and reduced to a 
state of madness, which rendered him, for a time, unfit 
for human society. 
' 53. Whatdoesthehistory of Nebuchadnezzar show us? 

That the victories of the greatest princes and con- 
querors are no proofs of their own superior merit, since 
the Most High sometimes sets up the basest of mankmd 
for wise purposes, but especially when he sees fit to 
employ them as scourges to wicked nations. 

54. When was it that Cyrus, after various successes, 
shut up Belshazzar in his capital, as recorded in the 
fifth chapter? 

In the sixteenth year of Belshazzar's reign. The 
Babylonian empire was now drawing to a conclusion, 
and the judgments of God threatened so long before 
by the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, were 
ready to be executed. 

55, "What did God do to convince the idolatrous 
people that the same God whose temple Nebuchad- 
nezzar had destroyed, was going to overthrow the em- 
pire of the Chaldeans ? 

God caused a hand to appear, writing Belshazzar's 
condemnation ; and Belshazzar's great confusion at the 
sight of the hand, shows how weak and timorous a 
guilty conscience makes a man ; and that the divine 
judgments overtake the ungodly when they think them- 
selves most secure. 

. 56, What effect had Daniel's interpretation of the 
handwriting upon Belshazzar ? 

Though greatly alarmed at the dreadful intelligence, 
yet he performed his word to Daniel. 
- 57. When Belshazzar was slain, and Babylon taken 
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bv Cyrus, and thus an end put to the Babylonian and 
Chaldean empire, what empire succeeded it ? 

That of the Medes and Persians was set up in its 
stead, according to Nebuchadnezzar's dream. 

58. Why is it said that Darius, the Median, took the 
kingdom ? 

Because Cyrus, as long as his uncle Darius lived, 
yielded him the first place of honour in the empire, 
though he himself had been the chief instrument m the 
hand of Providence for obtaining Babylon, 

59. Why did Daniel accept the high posts to which 
he was appointed ? 

By doing so, he had frequent opportunities of serving 
his captive countrymen, and no danger could intimidate 
the prophet from doing his duty : he continued to 
worship God, and he did it publicly, instead of secretly, 
lest he should dishonour God by appearing to comply 
with the impious decrees Darius had been prevailed 
upon to sign. 

60. What did God show forth, by permitting Daniel 
to be cast into the lion's den ? 

His own almighty power, and thereby rewarded also 
the faithfulness of his faithful prophet. 

6 1 . To what further good purpose did this miraculous 
deliverance serve ? 

To compel another heathen king to acknowledge, as 
Nebuchadnezzar had formerly done, the almighty power 
and universal dominion of Daniel's God. 

62. What is meant in the seventh chapter by the 
ancient of days ? 

The Lord God, who appeared to Daniel in the vision, 
as he was afterwards seen by St. John the Evangelist 
in his visions. 

63. When Daniel was troubled by the extraordinary 
visions, how were they explained to him ? 

By an angel ; and the prophecy hasln a great mea- 
sure been fulfilled by the four empires succeeding each 
other, namely, the Babylonian, the Persian, the Grecian, 
and the Roman, and by the establishment of the king- 
dom of Christ. 

64. What ought we to learn from the fulfilment of 
these prophecies ? 
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That Daniel spoke Ixy divine inspiration ; and that 
all future things are perfectly known to God^ and that 
be rules over all things. 

65. How was the prophecy contained in the eighth 
chapter accomplished ? 

The empire of the Medes and Persians was raised to 
a great height, but was destroyed by Alexander the 
Great, who conquered Darius, king of Persia, many 
years after this prophecy was delivered. 

66. "What is the prophecy contained in the nintl^ 
diapter? 

One of the most remarkable in the Bible, for it points 
out the exact time that was to pass between the decree 
for rebuilding Jerusalem, and the death of the Messiah, 

67. What was to be understood by the seventy weeks? 
Seventy times seven years, viz., 490 years: at the 

end of this time the Messiah was to come to make atone-* 
ment for sin by his death, and to establish and contirm 
the covenant of God with men ; after which Jerusalen^ 
was to be destroyed, the measure of its iniquity being full. 

68. How should we consider this prophecy ? 

As being alone sufficient to confirm the truth of the 
Christian religion, as it shows in the clearest manner 
that Jesus is the promised Messiah, who hath redeemed 
us by his death ; and it should strongly engage us to 
believe in him as our Saviour, and to follow his doctrine. 

69. What do we see by the words of the angel ia 
chap. X. 1 1 , and chap. ix. 23 ? 

How God loves those that fear him and serve hina 
faithfully ; and what regard he has to their prayera 
and their sorrows. 

70. What does the twelfth chapter foretel ? 

That after all the great revolutions which were to be 
brought to pass in the kingdoms of the earth, there 
will be a general resurrection from the dead, when th^ 
faithful servants of the Lord will receive a glorious .re- 
ward, and the wicked will be punished according to 
their deserts. 

71. How old was Daniel when he saw the last 
vision ? 

About ninety-four years of age, and he is supposed 
to have died soon after. 
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' . SECTION XXI. 

HOSEA. 

1. What is the Book of Hosea ? 

It is the iiret of those which are called the twelre 
minor prophets, whose writings, together with those of 
the greater prophets, made what was called by the 
Jews, the Book of the Prophets. 

2. When did Hosea prophecy ? 

About the same time as Isaiah prophesied in the 
kingdom of Judah, and for about sixty years in the 
kingdom of Israel. 

JOEL. 

3. When did Joel prophecy in the kingdom of Judah? 
It is not exactly known at what time, but it is supr 

posed to have been at the same time with Hosea. 

4. What was the occasion of his prophecy ? 

It was to foretel an extraordinary drought and fa-- 
mine which happened in the kingdom of Judah. 

AMOS. 

5. What is said of the prophet Amos ? 

I'hat he prophesied at the same time with Hosea^ 
though he is not supposed to have lived so long. 

OBADIAH. 

6. When is it thought that this prophet lived ? 
At the same time with Jeremiah ana Ezekiel. 

7. What did Obadiah foretel ? 

That God would root out the Edomites, because of 
their pride, and particularly on account of their re- 
joicing at the ruin of the Jews, whom they would help 
to destroy. 

S, How was this prophecy accomplished ? 

The Chaldeans took and destroyed Edom, soon »Stat 
^rusalem was taken. 

9. What does this destruction show us ? 

That the Lord brings down proud and cruel people, 
severely punishing those who insult tlie miserable and 
del^ht in their av^ering. 
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10. When didJonah live? 

In the time of Jehoash and Jeroboam the second, 
kings of Israel : he is the only prophet whose writings 
are handed down to us, that was sent to any heathen 
nation. 

11. How is the truth of what is contained in this 
book confirmed ? 

By our blessed Saviour in the Gospel, which proves 
thiait Jonah was really a prophet. 

12. Where did God send Jonah? 

To the Ninevites and Assyrians, that those idolaters 
and enemies of the Jews, who were in a short time to 
be the instruments of his providence for destroying the 
kingdom of the ten tribes, might know that the God of 
Israel was the Almighty Gt)d. 

1 3. What was very sinful in Jonah ? 

He was afraid to obey the Lord, by executing his 
mission at Nineveh, which led him to attempt to flee 
into another country. 

14. What was it that convinced Jonah it was in vain 
to attempt to flee from the presence of the Lord God ? 

The storm which suddenly arose, and the lot to be 
thrown into the sea falling upon him ; for God is in all 
places, and always finds out those who do wickedly : 
Jonah's own conduct led him to bear witness against 
himself. 

15r What happened to Jonah when he was thrown 
into the sea ? 

He was swallowed by a fish, which proved the means 
of his preservation. 

16. What was the miraculous preservation of Jonah, 
and his coming alive out of the fish the third day, a 
type of ? 

Of the resurrection of our Saviour, and our Lord 
himself refers to it as such. 

17. What may we learn from Jonah's conduct, who 
was afraid to go the first time the Lord sent him^ but 
went without hesitation when he again received the 
divine command ? 

It shows that the corrections of the Almighty are of 
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great use to convince men of their errors, to quicken their 
zealy and to lead them tp a more faithful discharge of 
their duty. 

18. What may we learn from God's withholding his 
judgments when the Ninevites humbled themselves at 
the preaching of Jonah ? 

It teaches us that fasting, humiliation, and repent- 
ance^ are the most effectual means of averting the 
divine judgments, and that God forgives even the most 
guilty, when thev sinperely repent. 

19. When did Jonah show displeasure at the Lord's 
sparing the Ninevites ? 

It was a weakness which is sometimes found in per- 
sons of the greatest piety ; but he was afraid of being 
thought a false prophet, because his prediction was not 
fulfilled. 

20. How did God give a proof of his compassion and 
tenderness towards Jonah ? 

By causing the gourd to grow; and it pleased the 
Lord to make the same gourd a means of instruction 
to him. 

21. What may we learn from the Lord's own words 
on this occasion ? 

That he hates none of his creatures ; and so far from 
desiring to make them miserable, and taking pleasure 
in their sufferings, he is always inclined to spare them, 
and do them good. 

22. With what ought this consideration to fill us ? 
With love and gratitude towards our merciful Creator, 

and engage us to be merciful towards our fellow-crea- 
tures, that we may be the children of our Father which 
is in heaven. 



MICAII. 

23. When did the prophet Micah live ? 
At the same time with Isaiah and Hosea. 

24. What do the curses denounced in the third 
chapter show to us ? 

That the depravity of the Jews was general, and past 
remedy, in the time of the prophet Micah. 
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KAHf^H*. 

25. When is Nahum supposed to have lived ? 

In the reign of Hezekiah, king of Judah, and about 
ninety years after the prophet Jonah. 

26. What does his prophecy almost wholly relate to ? 
To the destruction of Nineveh. 

27. What appears from the first chj^ter? 

That the Ninevites did not continue long after the 
preaching of Jonah to bring forth the fruits of re- 
pentsmce, but returned to their former courses^ and 
oppressed the Jews. 

28. What was Nahum therefore inspired to foretel? 
The destruction of Nineveh, and of the whole As- 
syrian monarchy. 

29. When was this, prophecy fulfilled ? 

About sixty years afterwards, when Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, destroyed Nineveh, and put an 
end to the Assyrian empire. 

HABAKKUK. 

30. When is this prophet supposed to have lived ? 
At the same time with Jeremiah. 

31. What did Habakkuk prophecy? 

As Nahum prophesied the destruction of the As- 
syrians who carried the ten tribes into captivity ; so 
Habakkuk foretold the destruction of tlie Chaldeans 
who completed the captivity of the two tribes that re- 
mained. 

ZEPHAKIAH. 

32. When did Zephaniah prophesy? 

About the time that Jeremiah entered on his prophetic 
office : his prophecy is directed to the people of J udah ? 

HAGOAI. 

33* Who was Haggai? 

The first of the three prophets who were sent to the 
Jews after their return from the Babylonish captivity : 
he lived about five hundred and twenty years before the 
birth of our Saviour. 
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34. What was the occasion of his prophecy ? 

The stop which was put to the building of the temple, 
during some years after the foundation of it had been 
laid. 

35. What should Haggai's reproof of the Jews, for 
neglecting to rebuild the temple when they took so 
much pains about their own houses, lead us to con- 
sider? 

That it is a very great sin to be more concerned for 
our temporal interests and the conveniences of this life 
than for the honour of God. 

ZECHARIAH* 

36. When did Zechariah prophecy ? 

At the same time and upon the same occasion aa 
Haggai. 

37. How should we regard the fifth chapter of this 
book? 

As an awful admonition, that a multitude of curses, 
particularly dispersion and captivity, are the allotted 
punishment for national guilt and depravity. 

' 38. How should the admonition of the seventh chap- 
ter be observed by Christians ? 

It affords great comfort to the widow and fatherless, 
the stranger and the poor, by showing that God is their 
sure friend, and will severely punish those who afflict 
and oppress them. 

39. What should the tenth chapter lead us to con- 
sider ? 

That God is the author of all blessings, temporal as 
well as spiritual ; that from him alone we ought to ex- 
pect them, and that in order to obtain them we must 
devoutly ask and diligently serve him. 

40. What do the 10th and following verses of the 
twelfth chapter describe ? 

The spiritual mercies of God in converting his people, 
and give a very affecting account of the deep sorrow 
which the Jews will feel when they shall be brought to 
a sense of their sins in crucifying the Messiah. 

MALACHI. 

41. Who was Malacbi T 
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The last of the prophets of the Old Testament ; he 
lived some time after the rebuilding of the temple and 
city, probably about the latter end of the times of Ezra 
and Nehemiah. 

42. What should we learn from the first chapter, 
where the Lord reproaches the Jews for offering impure 
offerings ? 

That those who return the divine love with disobedi- 
ence, are guilty of foul ingratitude, and that it is in 
vain to call God our father, and our Lord, if we do not 
render him the fear and honour which are due to him. 

43. What does Malachi's reproach of the Jews for 
their sins, and particularly for their contempt of th^ 
divine service show to us ? 

That God would have men respect every thing that 
belongs to religion, and in particular that it is a great 
sin to apply to any other purpose things that are de- 
voted to noly uses. 

44. What should be our duty with respect to the 
prophetic books ? 

We should make them our frequent study, not with 
a view to find out what is difficult, but to observe what 
is plain and obvious, and we should remember that all 
things are known to God, from the beginning to the 
end ; that he rules over all the kingdoms of the earth, 
and that there is no God but the Lord Jehovah. 



THE END OF PART I. 



C. WHITIlfO, BBAUrORT BOV«B| STKAXD. 
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